
Workshop for parents  



Two main skills of reading 

 
Phonics – decoding by blending the sounds in words 

to read them 

 Language comprehension- understand what the word 
means within the context it appears 

 

Language development and phonics working together 
supports reading development. 



The Principles 

! Fun and engaging  

! Fast paced 

! Encourages partner work and 
independence 

! Intrinsic praise 
 



Teaching sounds  

All sounds that children need to 
know to enable them to read 

words are split in to three 
groups – Set 1, Set 2, Set 3 



Set 1 
!  Children are taught all single letter graphemes through a 

series of  fun mnemonics which support recognition and 
handwriting. 

!  The lessons are taught in the order which will generate the 
most words to read and spell. 

!  After learning a group of  sounds, children begin to blend to 
read words and segment words to spell in sessions called 
Word Time!  

!  Children are encouraged to use ‘pure sounds’. 

!  All taught sounds are recapped everyday for consolidation. 

!  Once children have learnt all sounds, they can begin to learn 
their letter names. 



Set 1 sounds and mnemonics 



Reading books 
!  As and when individual children are ready, and are 

growing in confidence in blending and segmenting 
words, they will start to receive reading books 
which are fully decodable. 



Set 2 
! Set 2 sounds are taught when 

children are confident in blending 
words containing Set 1 sounds. 

! These sounds also have an 
accompanying mnemonic, for 
recognition as opposed to letter 
formation. 



Set 2 sounds and 
mnemonics   



Set 2  
! Similarly to Set 1 sounds, Set 2 sounds 

are consolidated until children can 
recognise them effortlessly. 

! Part of  the lesson includes 
opportunities for children to apply their 
phonic knowledge through engaging 
reading and writing activities. 



Set 3 sounds 

!  After consolidation of  Set 2 sounds, children begin 
to learn Set 3 sounds, again, through mnemonics.  

!  Set 3 sounds are made up of  alternative spellings 
of  Set 2 sounds.   

 



Set 3 sounds and 
mnemonics  



Assessment and groupings 
All staff, including support staff, have trained in the 

Read, Write Inc programme 

!  The children are grouped according to their needs 

!  Sessions happen daily 

!  Direct link between phonics and other reading and 
writing activities 

!  Assessment of  progress, regular regrouping as 
necessary 

!  Ongoing assessment 

!  Year 1 phonics screening check 



Ways to help your child 

!  Blend by pointing to each sound b-a-t, s-igh, as you say it, 
then run your finger under the whole word as you say it. 

!  Try to ensure that you enunciate the sound accurately. 

!  Talk about the meaning if  your child does not understand 
the word they have read. 

!  Work at your child’s pace. 

!  Ask questions to develop reading comprehension skills. 

!  Always be positive and give lots of  praise and 
encouragement. 


