Year 3 & Year 4 Writing Week 5

Lesson 3
To be able to write speech correctly 

Top tips: 

Direct speech is a sentence in which the exact words spoken are reproduced in speech marks (also known as quotation marks or inverted commas). 
For example:
"You'll never guess what I've just seen!" said Sam, excitedly.
"What's that?" asked Louise.
"Our teacher has a broomstick and a black pointy hat in the back of her car. Maybe she's a witch!"
"No, silly! They're for the school play!" replied Louise, sighing.

The general rules of direct speech are:
· Each new character's speech starts on a new line.
· Speech is opened with speech marks.
· Each line of speech starts with a capital.
· The line of speech ends with a comma, exclamation mark or question mark.
· A reporting clause is used at the end (said Jane, shouted Paul, replied Mum).
· A full stop goes after the reporting clause.
· If the direct speech in the sentence is broken up by information about who is speaking, add in a comma or question mark or exclamation mark to end the first piece of speech and a full stop or another comma before the second piece (before the speech marks), for example: "It's lovely," she sighed, "but I can't afford it right now." / "I agree!" said Kate. "Let's go!"
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Speech punctuation

Write the conversation that happened between these two
monsters and punctuate it. One of them is good, kind and gentle
and the other is fierce, mean and nasty.

™

Grig Harl

A conversation between Grig and Harl

What are you looking at ugly barked Harl

| was actually just wondering what to get you for your birthday. |
can't decide between a new mountain or a large forest replied

Grig

I wouldn't like either of them insisted Harl

That's a shame as | don’t have any other ideas declared Grig.
You could just give me the money blurted Harl

Crig sighed and said You really are a difficult monster to buy a
present for.
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Using Dialogue to Advance the Action

Dialogue can be really useful when advancing the plot of a story.
Use your characters’ speech to describe what is happening.

Look at this picture of two
dueling superheroes

Imagine that your reader can't see the picture.
Write some dialogue between the characters that describes what is happening.
Remember to include the correct speech punctuation.





