Match Report
Over the next few days, we are going to be exploring a match report and writing our own.
Activity 1 
Read through this match report. Underline any words you might need to find out the meaning of or words and phrases that you could magpie in your own writing.
Premier League Highlights: Chelsea Triumphant! 
Aston Villa 1- 2 Chelsea
Villa Park, 21st June 2020

Christian Pulisic came off the bench to play his part and Olivier Giroud was on target as the Blues recovered from a half-time deficit to win on a historic occasion, their first-ever competitive game behind closed doors.

Just before the match began there was a minute’s silence for all those who have passed away due to the COVID-19 pandemic, followed straightaway afterwards by the players taking the knee, as has been the case at all Premier League games since the restart – a symbol of support for the Black Lives Matter protests.

Chelsea made the stronger start to the game with Giroud knocking in several dangerous crosses within the first 10 minutes. Mason Mount looked like he was going to break the deadlock on 20 minutes when he manoeuvred the ball onto his left foot 20 yards from goal and forced Nyland into a spectacular save. The Blues dominance made Kortney Hause’s first Premier League goal all the more surprising when it came just before half-time.

Boasting 75% of the possession, Chelsea were unable to keep a right-footed shot out after a perfect cross into the box from Douglas Luiz. Hause failed to get a clean attempt on it the first time but Chelsea keeper, Kepa,  spilled the ball and Hause was there again to make sure it went in the second time.

With no changes for either side at half-time, Chelsea continued to dominate but failed to produce any clear chances for the first 15 minutes. Lampard sought to freshen up his side and make a double substitution on 55 minutes with Mateo Kovacic and Reuben Loftus-Cheek making way for Ross Barkley and Pulisic.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The introduction of the U.S. international proved to be the turning point for Lampard’s side. In a carbon copy of the ball Luiz had dropped into the box for Hause’s goal, Cesar Azpilicueta floated a ball into the box and Pulisic struck it home from the back post. Villa were left staggering when just two minutes later Giroud was given the space to turn and get a shot off that went flying past Orjan Nyland.

Cesar Azpilicueta assisted on both goals and Christian Pulisic scored as a substitute, as Chelsea turned around a 1-0 deficit at Villa Park. Christian Pulisic and Olivier Giroud both found the net as a costly two minutes saw Chelsea overturn a 1-0 deficit to beat Aston Villa 2-1. The win helps Chelsea cement their place in the top four while Aston Villa remain in the relegation zone, two points from safety.

Activity 2
Read through the key features you could use in a match report and the example opening paragraph to hook the reader.

Features of a match report:

Headline:   Twelfth European Cup Victory!
Bylines:  Name of teams and the score Juventus 1- 4 Real Madrid 
Venue -Stadium/Date and Time of the match:  
The National Stadium of Wales, 3rd June 2017 

Hook – the opening paragraphs of match reports do not include the 5Ws (who, what, when, where, why) like a newspaper report because that information is provided in by-lines above and because, in the modern world of mass media, most fans will know the result before they come to read the match report. The purpose of a match report, therefore, is as much narrative as it is informative – a good writer will tell the story of the match. 
Consider: 
· what information is of most interest  
· what the event will be remembered for 

Example: Europe’s premier teams laid on a feast of fiercely fought football for the 74,500 lucky ticket holders and the global TV audience of 80 million last night. In the end, it was the Galacticos of Madrid who prevailed to add a record-stretching twelfth European Cup to their bulging trophy cabinet thanks to a masterclass from mercurial ringleader Cristiano Ronaldo.  
Descriptive paragraphs of key events in time sequence order. These could include:  
· goals
· missed chances/saves 
· red cards  
· dubious refereeing decisions  
· managerial interventions 

You will need to be selective; even in a lengthy match report, you can’t possibly cover every kick!  
Post-match quotes– include quotes and opinions from managers, players or other leading figures. Ensure balance by providing quotes from both sides. 
Conclusion – reiterate the main highlights of the match

Activity 3 - Vocabulary building - To write a match report you are going to need to describe the action. Here is an adjective bank and some possible sentence starters to help you. Can you generate some more words and phrases and sentence starters to add in the tables below?

	Adjective bank for describing action 

	accurate 
	forceful 

	aggressive 
	inventive 

	agile 
	lively 

	alert 
	nimble 

	bold 
	powerful 

	decisive 
	rapid 

	determined 
	sharp 

	dynamic 
	skillful 

	energetic 
	spirited 

	fearless 
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Possible sentence starters 


	The tone was set by... 

	The opening goal arrived... 

	Tension soared as... 

	The turning point came when... 

	Half time brought... 

	A pivotal moment occurred... 

	The effort from the players... 

	At the final whistle... 

	The fans watching at home... 

	Man of the match... 

	

	

	

	


                                 
You choose: You can write a match report about any sport of your choice e.g. football, tennis, basketball, netball, cricket

· Your favourite match
· A recent match you have watched on the television
· An imaginary match report with you in it e.g. you could be playing for Real Madrid, playing tennis against Serena Williams.
· 




                                  



Activity 4: Now you have generated lots of words and phrases, draft your match report. Use the model example and key features to help you. Can you include powerful adjectives and verbs to describe the action? A variety of sentence starters? Once complete, edit your word choices, check your punctuation and add any extra details to describe the action.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:eshand:Desktop:Screen Shot 2020-06-08 at 20.33.24.png][image: ../../../Desktop/Screen%20Shot%202020-06-17%20at%2019.52.36.png]     Practise your handwriting when publishing.
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