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Lesson 1 – Figurative Language (similes, metaphors and personification)

Many songs use figurative language to paint a picture or create a story in the listener’s mind. 

Examples:
Simile: Like a Rolling Stone - Bob Dylan (A simile compares one thing directly to another using ‘as’ or ‘like’)
Metaphor: Baby I’m a Firework - Katy Perry (A metaphor is a figure of speech that is used to make a comparison between two things that aren't alike but do have something in common e.g. a river of tears, her hair is a golden lake)

Personification: Mr Blue Sky - Electric Light Orchestra (Personification is when you give an animal or object qualities or abilities that only a human can have e.g. my alarm clock screamed, the flower danced)

Task 1:
Can you think of three more songs that have similes, metaphors or personification in the title or lyrics? Sing your favourite songs or use the internet to find lyrics, they will be full of figurative language. Write your answers below.

Song 1: _____________________________________________________________________________

Song 2: _____________________________________________________________________________

Song 3: _____________________________________________________________________________


Task 2;
Practising similes, metaphors and personification!


Similes describe something by comparing it to another using like or as. Fill in the blanks using the words below or your own words.

1. The girl was……………………... like a leaf.
2. The boy …………………. like a log.
3. The children crept as ………………………. as mice.
4. The icicle shone like the …………

quietly		shaking		slept			sun


Metaphors describe something by saying it is something else.

1. The sun was a ………………………. golf ball in the sky.
2. The bear was a furry ……………...
3. The teacher was an ……………….. volcano, exploding with lava.
4. Her ……………… was a silky blanket.

giant			hair			flaming		erupting 		


Personification is giving an object human features or characteristics.

1. The wind …………………… through the trees.
2. The daffodils nodded their …………………… bonnets in the wind.
3. The refreshing pool …………….. the holidaymakers.
4. The ………………. danced on the shelves during the earthquake.

yellow		teapot		called			whistled


Now, have a go at…..
· Writing your own simile about an elephant (think about it’s size) and another about a brave soldier.
· Writing your own metaphor about a winding, grey path and another about snow on the ground.
· Writing a personification sentence describing what a girl’s hair was doing in the wind and another about a broken printer destroying the paper.
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