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Religious Education: Raising Expectations 
 

In this edition of RE News  we will be thinking about the ways in which we can raise 

expectations in RE at all Key Stages. We celebrate the fantastic work going on in 

schools and academies around the Diocese to provide age-appropriate and high-

quality RE, as well as identifying some of the sources of support available for RE 

teachers.         

 

As many of you will know, the new Lincolnshire locally agreed syllabus for RE will 

be launched imminently for first teaching by September 2018. This syllabus looks 

substantially different from the current syllabus, so please be sure you receive a 

copy and, where possible, attend the county training. Schools currently using the 

Understanding Christianity resource will be able to continue doing so and    remain 

compliant with the new syllabus.  

 

As ever, if you have anything to share in the next edition of RE News, please do get 

in touch. I look forward to hearing from you! 

 

Gillian Georgiou, Diocesan RE Adviser 

gillian.georgiou@lincoln.anglican.org 

@RECofELincoln 

01522 50 40 16 

Spring Term 2018 
 



“The new syllabus looks significantly different from the current Lincolnshire syllabus at Key Stage 1 
to Key Stage 3.” 

New Lincolnshire Agreed Syllabus 

The new Lincolnshire agreed syllabus for Religious 

Education is being launched in March 2018 for first 

teaching in September 2018. All voluntary controlled 

schools in Lincolnshire are legally obliged to comply 

with this syllabus and the majority of voluntary aided 

schools and academies use it as the basis of their RE 

curriculum.  

The new syllabus looks significantly different from the 

current Lincolnshire syllabus at Key Stage 1 to Key 

Stage 3. It contains compulsory units that explore 

core concepts in key religions in depth. Other          

religions can be brought in as a point of comparison 

but are not the focus of study. These core concepts 

are mapped spirally through the key stages so that 

pupils are continuously revisiting and deepening their 

knowledge and understanding.  

 

 

 

The syllabus also contains additional units that allow 

pupils to explore more thematic topics through the 

lens of a number of religions and worldviews. The 

additional units also allow for the systematic study of 

a religion or worldview other than those specified in 

the compulsory units.  

Unlike the current syllabus, the new Lincolnshire 

agreed syllabus does not include detailed schemes of 

work. This is for the simple reason that schools deliver 

their RE provision in a variety of different ways (e.g. 

as discrete weekly lessons or RE focus days) and it is 

not possible to provide schemes of work that are   

appropriately flexible. It is intended that exemplar 

units of study will be provided by teacher working 

parties over time and made available online. This will 

ensure that they have been tried and tested in the 

classroom and are therefore of most 

use to teachers around the county. 

The syllabus contains a range of appendices designed 

to support those involved in the delivery of RE. These 

include guidance for those teaching compulsory RE at 

KS4 and KS5, advice about the promotion of            

fundamental British Values through RE and the       

expectations set out for RE in Church of England 

schools.  

Training on the new syllabus is being provided by the 

Lincolnshire SACRE and is being delivered around the 

county during March and April. Head teachers will 

already have received information about this training 

via Lincolnshire County Council. To book, please email 

EMTET@lincolnshire.gov.uk putting RE Agreed       

Syllabus Training in the subject box and provide the 

following information: Name of Attendee(s), Name of 

School, Email Address, Job Title, Course Date you will 

be attending. If you have any queries, please ring 

01427 787190. 

 

 

Training for Primary Schools 

 

Training for Secondary Schools 
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13/3/18 Lincoln Golf Centre, Thorpe on 

the Hill 

FULL 

16/3/18 Brackenborough Hotel, Louth Places available 

19/3/18 Ramada Resort, Marston Places available 

22/3/18 Tonic Centre, Spalding Places available 

19/4/18 Bishop Grosseteste           

University 

Places available 

 



A Request: Withdrawals from RE 
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Religious Education does not sit as part of the National Curriculum. It is designated locally and one of the key            

peculiarities of the subject is that parents are legally allowed to withdraw their children from RE. This is a hangover 

from the days when Religious Education was religious instruction in the Christian faith and the intention of the loop-

hole was to allow parents to withdraw their children from instruction in the Christian faith in order to provide             

instruction in another faith. Despite the fact that this was written into law in 1944 (Education Act, 1944), and             

educational and social circumstances have changed dramatically since this time, the right to withdraw from RE remains 

on the statute. Although some parents chose to use this right for religious reasons, there is anecdotal evidence that 

some parents use it to withdraw their children selectively from RE, that is, from learning about certain religions in    

particular.  

 

Currently, there is no data available to substantiate this anecdotal evidence. In order to gain a clearer picture of the 

numbers of pupils who are withdrawn from RE and, where given, the reasons why they are withdrawn, I am seeking to 

gain further information. If you work in a school or academy from which a pupil has been withdrawn from RE, I would 

be very grateful if you could get in touch.  

 

As Diocesan RE Adviser, it is my role to support and promote high quality Religious Education around the geographic 

region of the Diocese of Lincoln, which includes helping schools meet their legal obligations in relation to British Values 

and Prevent. Having clear information will significantly help me work effectively with you to promote religious literacy 

in our school and local communities.  

If you have any information, please email me at gillian.georgiou@lincoln.anglican.org.  

Remembrance Sunday 
In Church of England schools, RE is not collective worship and collective worship is not RE. However,    

collective worship provides an opportunity for pupils to encounter the lived reality of Christian worship 

and, as such, can provide a useful opportunity to develop religious literacy. At Mareham le Fen Church of 

England Primary School, pupils have recently held their Remembrance Sunday worship. Lisa Phillips, RE 

subject leader and collective worship co-ordinator, writes: 

 

“At Mareham Le Fen Church of England Primary School, we held our service of Remembrance on Friday 

10th November 2017 at 11 o’clock in the Peace Garden. This year was extra special as it was led by the 

Worship Wardens. We had poems and prayers written by the Worship Wardens, then we planted poppy 

crosses in the garden in remembrance of the soldiers who had fought and died in wars. This was          

followed by two minutes of silence and we then sang our remembrance song. Rev. Andrew Roberts 

attended and blessed our new Remembrance Memorial and a wreath was laid by the youngest and the 

eldest pupil of the school. Many thanks to Mr & Mrs White who made the memorial which is based on 

the Mareham village memorial and includes our poppy from the Tower of London exhibition.” 

 



Many thanks to the staff and pupils at Bishop King Church of England School, Lincoln (@BishopKingCoE) 
for sending through images of their work on the concept of Creation. 
 
 
To find out more about Understanding Christianity and its associated training programme, please email 
me at gillian.georgiou@lincoln.anglican.org or visit the Understanding Christianity website:  
http://www.understandingchristianity.org.uk/. 
 
The third tranche of training began in September 2017, but I am happy to have a conversation about  
bespoke training for individual schools/academies, collaborative partnerships, academy trusts, and so 
on.  
 
For those who have already completed the training or who are currently participating in the training 
programme, the next ‘touch base’ meetings will take place on the 16th and 18th April 2018 (venues tbc). 

Since September 2016, a large number of church and community schools around the Diocese of Lincoln have engaged 
with the nationally-accredited Understanding Christianity training. This training provides teachers and subject leaders 
with subject confidence in teaching the core concepts at the heart of the Christian narrative, as well as practical tools 
for ensuring pupils develop their religious literacy in relation to Christian beliefs and practices.  
 
I have been honoured to work with some incredibly passionate and committed RE teachers and subject leaders who 
have thrown themselves into this work with great enthusiasm. As the months have passed, it has been wonderful to 
see the fantastic impact this training has had in schools and academies around the Diocese.  
 
If you have been using this resource and would like to share your work, please don’t hesitate to get in touch! 
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Embedding Understanding Christianity 

http://www.understandingchristianity.org.uk/


Lord’s Prayer Day at Humberston Church of 
England Primary School  
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Christingle at Boston St Nicholas Church of 
England Primary School 

Religious Education provides excellent opportunities to critically engage with the lived reality of Christian worship. At 

Humberston Church of England Primary School, the RE Subject Leader, Laura McCoid, wanted to provide pupils with 

the chance to engage more critically with the Lord’s Prayer: 

 

“We say the Lord's Prayer as a school in collective worship frequently, but felt that the children didn't necessarily     
understand the true meaning. Each class spent a full day exploring each line and translating it into text the children 
would understand better. Each class then chose a line from the prayer and created artwork to represent it. Lots of    
children represented the same line in different ways! Also, at scheduled times, each class visited the hall where we had 
interactive stations set up for each line of the prayer. The class teacher read a story from the Bible relating to each line 
at each station and then there were some questions for children to reflect on. The following day, we had a whole 
school worship in which representatives from each class showed their art and talked about the day.” 

On Friday 8th December Key Stage 2 children from across the Great Oaks Federation joined together for the very first time 
at St Botolph’s Church (The Stump) in Boston for a Christingle celebration. Children from Wyberton Primary and St Thomas 
CE Primary were joined by parents, friends and the wider community. The children had made their own Christingles in   
preparation with support from The Children’s Society taking the time to consider the special symbolism of each part. During 
the service, which was led by Rev Jane Robertson, the congregation sang a number of traditional carols, heard readings and 
prayers from children from both schools and the combined Great Oaks choir performed. In a moving moment of reflection 
the 360 children each lit their Christingles and joined together in prayer. It was an amazing and uplifting event that we hope 
will now become a permanent Great Oaks tradition for many years to come. Our thanks go to the parent volunteers, our 
church family at St Botolph’s, the staff of Great Oaks and the children for making this such a wonderful experience. 
 
Gavin Booth 
Executive Head Teacher 



Congratulations 

Bourne Elsea Park and Bourne 

Abbey Church of England 

Academies are both              

recognised as Rights              

Respecting Schools by UNICEF. 

Bourne Elsea Park has just 

been awarded a Level 2 

UNICEF UK Rights Respecting 

School award. The glowing 

report highlights the fact that 

“[it] was particularly              

impressive to discover the   

extent to which the school’s 

senior leaders and Governors 

have integrated the UN       

Convention on the Rights of 

the Child (CRC) with the 

school’s Christian ethos and 

vision and are able to           

confidently articulate this.” 

Congratulations to all the 

school leaders, teachers and 

pupils involved!  

Kim Read at Pinchbeck East 

Church of England Primary 

School has been accepted  

onto the Farmington          

Scholarship course. This is an 

opportunity to carry out       

research into a range of issues 

connected to RE. The         

scholarship entitles you to up 

to thirty days paid cover in 

order to carry out your        

research. It also enables you to 

attend an annual conference 

at the University of Oxford. 

You can find out more at 

http://www.farmington.ac.uk/

index.php/farmington-

scholarships/.  

Lived Reality of Religions and Beliefs 

A key factor of high quality RE is the opportunity for pupils to encounter the lived and      

diverse reality of religions and beliefs.  

Pupils at Ellison Boulters Church of England Primary Academy have been exploring       

different faiths as part of their interfaith exhibition. Pupils were very excited to get involved, 

commenting that, “lots of religions have similar values” and “I don’t think the religions are 

the same because they all have something unique”. 

Ann-Marie Wilson, RE subject leader at Lisle Marsden Church of England Primary         

Academy, writes about a recent visit provided by the Muslim Learner Services: 

“On 16th January Imran Kotwyal visited our school to help teach the year 3 and 4 children as 

part of their RE work on Islam. Imran’s assembly was engaging and interactive and the     

children from years 3 and 4 left the hall feeling excited for their workshops. After the       

children left for the day it was the staff’s turn, as Imran led staff training on Islam, the five   

pillars and six articles of faith as well as educating us on how to dispel many of the myths we 

may read about Islam in the press. Imran was an asset to our school for the day, he was able 

to engage the pupils in understanding his faith and left staff wishing that meetings after 

school went on for longer! We look forward to welcoming to our school again in the future.” 

 

Monkshouse Primary School in Spalding recently held an RE day involving a range of      

visitors from faith communities. Sue Goodsell and Linda  Smith, RE subject leaders, write, 

“Children across the school participated in a range of RE related activities that linked to the 

topic they have been looking at this term… A great time was had by all!”  
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Monkshouse       

Primary School 

Lisle Marsden C 

of E Primary 

Academy 

Ellison Boulters C 

of E Primary    

Academy 

http://www.farmington.ac.uk/index.php/farmington-scholarships/
http://www.farmington.ac.uk/index.php/farmington-scholarships/
http://www.farmington.ac.uk/index.php/farmington-scholarships/


Great RE teaching utilises appropriate and engaging resources. Below are 

a number of resources that you may find useful: 

RE Definitions: this new app (free to download on Apple and Android) provides 

audio clips that help you build confidence in pronouncing key terms in RE; each 

term covered includes information about pronunciation, a definition of the 

term and a sentence placing it in context. 

BBC Teach YouTube: BBC Teach have recently updated all their video clips on 

their YouTube channel. You will find some excellent video clips for RE             

arranged by phase.  

The Bible Project videos: Gillian Brady, RE Head of Department at West       

Grantham St Hugh’s Secondary Academy, has recommended a series of 

YouTube videos produced by The Bible Project that explore biblical themes. She 

particularly appreciated the fact that the clips are subtitled in a variety of       

languages, which was useful for students with English as an additional language. 

Search “The Bible Project: Themes of the Bible” in YouTube to find out more.  

Springs Dance Company: this company has a well-established reputation in 

helping pupils explore RE-related themes through dance. They currently have 

Easter workshops available, as well as workshops that explore fundamental 

British Values through movement and dance. To find out more, visit their     

website at https://springsdancecompany.org.uk/join-in/schools-workshops/. 

LAASH: LAASH stands for the Lincolnshire Atheists, Agnostics, Secularists and 

Humanists. This organisation campaigns to provide awareness of a variety of 

non-religious worldviews and is able to provide Humanist speakers for upper 

KS2 to KS5. To find out more, please see their website at https://www.laash.uk/

speakers/.  

Positive Identities: these workshops explore LGBT issues, including the dialogue 

between religion and LGBT issues. They are appropriate for both primary and 

secondary schools and are run by Wendy Harrison, who also works as the RE 

Adviser for Lincolnshire County Council. For more information or to express  

interest, please email Wendy at wendyanneh@aol.com.  
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Resources 

 

A group of women led by the Lincoln 

Muslim Sisters Forum, are planning 

to break the Guinness World Record 

and create the world’s largest      

crochet blanket. The group will     

provide instruction for those who 

have never used crochet before and 

are keen to involve as many school 

groups as possible. They intend to 

weave the English and Arabic words 

for ‘peace’ into the blanket and use 

the project as a way of bringing    

diverse people together to learn 

more about each other.  

They are asking groups to produce 

1m x 1m squares of blanket, which 

will then be joined together and  

displayed for the public.  

For more information or to            

participate in this exciting creative 

opportunity, please email             

largestpeacecrochetblanket@gmail.com 

or ring 07772 770680. 

 

Peace Blanket 



RE Support and Training—Spring and Summer 2018 

Diocese of Lincoln Education 
Team 

103 Newport 

Lincoln 

LN1 3EE 
 

Phone: 01522 50 40 10 

E-mail: 

education@lincoln.anglican.org.uk 

Date Course Description Venue 

6th March 2018 

1.30pm to 2.30pm 

RE Cluster Meeting These meetings are open to all—primary, secondary, 

church, non-church. They are an opportunity for      

networking, as well as finding out about the latest   

local and national developments in RE. They are free 

to attend and are affiliated with NATRE (the National 

Association of Teachers of RE).  

103 Newport, Lincoln, 

LN1 3EE 

12th March 2018 

1.30pm to 2.30pm 

RE Cluster Meeting See above. LDC, Enderby Road, 

Scunthorpe, DN17 2JL 

15th March 2018 

1.30pm to 2.30pm 

RE Cluster Meeting See above. Springfields Events and 

Conference Centre,    

Spalding, PE12 6ET 

16th April 2018 

4pm to 5pm 

Understanding            

Christianity Touch Base 

Meeting 

These meetings are open to all who have completed or 

are completing the training programme associated 

with the Understanding Christianity resource. It offers 

an opportunity to share practice and ask questions. 

TBC 

18th April 2018 

4pm to 5pm 

Understanding            

Christianity Touch Base 

Meeting 

See above. TBC 

29th June 2018 

9.30am to 3pm 

RE Curriculum Design and 

Assessment 

This course offers guidance on how to design an RE 

curriculum that complies with your relevant syllabus 

(where appropriate) and ensures pupils are able to 

make progress and gain deep understanding in RE. It 

also provides updates on the latest guidance on       

assessment in RE.  

St Nicholas Centre,    

Newport, Lincoln, LN1 

3DP 

Please contact Patricia Dixon at patricia.dixon@lincoln.anglican.org for more information or to book. 


